
Mother: Dorothy Thomas Duffy
Father: James V. Duffy

Brothers: James R. Duffy
Thomas E. Duffy

(All of the above are deceased]

Date of Entrance: September 8,1944

Date of Reception: April 2,1945

Date of First Vows: August 15,1947

Date of Final Vows: August 15,1950

Wake Friday, July 25, 3-5pm, 6-8pm

Funeral Saturday, July 26, 10:00am

Burial Calvary Cemetery
S e c t i o n 7 2 G r a v e 1 9 6

Arrangements by
McGorray - Hanna

F u n e r a l H o m e

Congregat ion o f

Sister Eileen Duffy
Formerly Sister Vincent Marie

B o r n D e c e m b e r 2 1 , 1 9 2 3
Entered into Eternal Life July 23, 2014

Eileen Duffy was born on December 21,1923, the oldest of three
children ofjames V. and Dorothy Thomas Duffy. She was born in
her mother's hometown of Zanesville, OH, although the family lived
in Uhrichsville, OH, her father's birthplace. Her father worked in the
clay pipe business and ultimately founded Stillwell Clay Products.
Her grandfather was in the railroad business. Eileen distinctly
remembered that, between the two connections, her father was never
out ofwork during the depression.

When asked about her parents, Eileen stated that, "While, in many
ways, I resemble my father's personality, 1 was greatly influenced by
my mother. She was sensitive and caring of all types of people, devoted
to her family [which included two younger brothers], and to the
practice of her Catholic faith. She accepted people as they were and
readily helped them in their need. During the depression years, she
would offer food to hungry people who came to the door and would
given them streetcar tickets for transportation."

The family was transferred to Cleveland in 1925 and lived in
Lakewood's St. James Parish near the Detroit Theater and close to
Edwards Park. Although her father took the streetcar to work, he had a
car which enabled the family to drive back to visit their grandparents.

Eileen attended grades 1-7 of elementary school at St. James. However,
her family moved back to Urichsville just as she was about to start
eighth grade. This was very difficult since she had to leave all her
friends. She attended Immaculate Conception School and graduated in
1937. She then went on to Urichsville High School, which was a six
room school - one room per grade, a room for business, and another
for science. There were only two teachers - one taught Math and
Science and the other taught Religion, English, and Latin. After two
years, the family moved back to Cleveland and Eileen continued her
high school at St. Joseph Academy which was not far from her home. It
took her a while to adjust to a bigger school. She gradually made new
friends, joined the Sodality, participated in student government and
sports, and grew to like the school. It was during these years that she
began to think about religious life, but with her parents' guidance, the
decision was made that she was too young. She always felt that this
was one o f the bes t dec is ions she eve r made .

Eileen graduated from St. Joseph Academy in 1941 and received a
partial scholarship to Ursuline College where she took social science
courses (at that time, she had no thoughts of teaching].



It was while she was in her first year of college that the United States became involved in World War II. During
the war years, Eileen took Red Cross courses. She remembered blackouts, food and gas stamps and coupons,
rationing of meat, and war bonds.

She was very active and involved at Ursuline College. She belonged to the Sodality, the Current Affairs Club,
and wrote a column for the school paper, "The Quill". She worked part time at Higbees and at the Fanny Farmer
Candy Store at Kamm's Comer in order to help with the tuition. While at Ursuline, she kept in contact with Sister
Ambrose Maggini and, also, met and became Wends with Maura Sweeney (Sister Mary Sheila Sweeney) who
planned to enter the Sisters of St. Joseph. Eileen graduated from Ursuline in 1944, and in September of that same
year, she, too, entered the Sisters of St. Joseph.

Eileen received the habit in April, 1945 and was given the name, Sister Vincent Marie. Since she had already
graduated from college, she spent her first two years studying the history, rules, and constitution of the
Congregation and then was sent back to Ursuline College for courses in history, education and math. Sister
Vincent Marie's first teaching assignment was at St. Joseph Academy (1947-59). She was then asked to go to
Notre Dame University to get her MA in American History and to begin work on her doctorate in European
History (1959-61). She loved her time at Notre Dame. The winds of change were in the air and Vatican 11 was in
m o t i o n !

When she retumed home, she was assigned to teach at Nazareth Academy (1961-67). She was then elected to
leadership in the Congregation of St. Joseph (1967-73) and she found this time to be interesting, challenging, and
enriching. It was a period of great change in the Community and her role in charge of personnel was a very
demanding and difficult one. When her term of office was completed, she retumed to St. Joseph Academy (1973-
74).

Because Eileen (her baptismal name to which she had returned) herself had gotten caught up in the spirit of
Vatican 11, she became interested in parish ministiy and joined the team at St. Leo Parish in Cleveland (1974-95).
She visited shut-ins, met the older people, and participated in other projects - high school PSR, retreats, adult
education, baptismal preparation, wake services, liturgical and other prayer experiences, women's renewals,
RCIA, wrote articles for the parish newsletter, and began a bereavement ministry. She especially loved working
with adults and watching them grow spiritually. Her parish experience at St. Leo's was one of the busiest and
most satisfying experiences of her ministry. After she left St. Leo's, Eileen did part-time parish ministry at St.
Colman Parish (1995-2005). She also worked on updating the history of the Cleveland Sisters of St. Joseph, a
project that she never finished because of her failing eyesight. She moved to St. Joseph Hall and then, as her
health continued to degenerate, moved to Regina Health Center in 2010.

Her very close friend. Sister Judy Cauley, even when she was out of town, kept Eileen informed, involved and
engaged in family, CSJ community, and world affairs with daily phone calls. Though Eileen's eyesight continued
to fail, she never lost her positive attitude and her interest in life in general, and people in particular.

Eileen enjoyed travelling over the years to places such as Ireland, Alaska, Hawaii, and several countries in
Europe. She enjoyed reading, playing the piano, and relating with people.

Eileen has lived life fully and contributed greatly as a family member, a student, a teacher, a CSJ member, a
community counselor, and a parish minister!

The Lord took Eileen to Himself suddenly and quietly on July 23, 2014. May she be rewarded for her faithfulness
and good works.


