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For Berigans—a welcome home
By Chris Rath

For two of St. Leo’s newest staff members, St. Leo represents a 
happy homecoming.

Deacon Pat Berigan and his wife Joan, have found a new home 
amidst old surroundings. 

An Eastlake native, Pat attended Borromeo High School and 
college before discerning that the priesthood was not his calling. 
However, while in the seminary, he shuttled a guitar group that 
traveled to a variety of parishes. During one of his stops, he met 
Joan, a St. Leo parishioner, when her family invited the music 
group to dinner. Joan grew up in Pennsylvania but moved with her 
family to Cleveland when she entered high school. 

Her dad, Chuck Bastian, was active at St. Leo’s and was one of the 
parish’s original Eucharistic Ministers in 1972. Her mom, Evelyn, 
still lives in the parish. 

One of Pat’s Borromeo  classmates was Frank Klamet, a son of St. 
Leo parish, who was later ordained a priest and pursued a dual 
career as a physician. 

An early assignment teaching PSR classes to first graders helped Pat 
discern that he wanted to be “a different kind of father” to his own 
children. “Meeting Joan sealed the deal,” he said.

They married 43 years ago at St. Leo’s, and moved to Our Lady of 
Good Counsel (now Mary Queen of Peace) parish in Old Brooklyn. 
Shortly after, their children—Monica in 1976, Joe in 1977, and twins 
Kevin and Brian in 1980—arrived. Their family now includes 13 
Berigan grandchildren and a one-year old great-grandson.

In 1989, Pat was ordained a permanent deacon for the Cleveland 
Diocese, one of the youngest deacons at the time. “Many people 
don’t realize that ordination to the diaconate is not just for the 
man,” Pat said. “It’s a couple thing,” Joan added.

Besides accompanying Pat through diaconate formation, Joan also 
completed a degree in theology at Notre Dame College. Deacons 
are usually assigned to their home parish, so Pat was sent to Our Deacon Pat Berigan and his wife Joan. Besides his St. Leo 

responsibilities, Deacon Pat is also chaplain of the newly relocat-
ed chapter of the Knights of Columbus, which meets at the St. Leo 
Community Center.
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Lady of Good Counsel. At the same time, 
Joan was hired as director of religious edu-
cation. 

Now in retirement, they both visit home-
bound parishioners. Pat especially likes 
Communion calls and visiting the home-
bound, and Joan likes working with the 
families of recently deceased, helping to 
plan funeral liturgies. Pat says he has per-
formed “well over 100” baptisms, presided 
at funerals, and even a few weddings over 
the past 30 years. 

The Berigans are currently enrolled in a 
program presented through the Sacred Art 
of Living and Dying center in Oregon. 
This program is designed to help people 
through the process of dying, including 
working with hospice and visiting patients, 
but they also perform midwife duties. 

Pat and Joan continue to be involved with 
the Diocesan diaconate community, which 
meets each Saturday for Mass, a social and 
fellowship. They enjoy the “warm, friend-
ly and welcoming” community, which 
includes couples currently in formation as 
well as alumni deacons and their wives.

Gift-giving 
tradition 
brings joy 
and hope
Many families have cherished tra-

ditions that continue through 
the years, and the St. Leo “fami-

ly” is no different.

The Adopt-a-Child program has been 
helping needy children for the past 45 
Christmases and the expectation is that our 
46th Christmas will be swept up in this 
same tradition. 

Under Adopt-a-Child, parishioners are 
asked to sign up to purchase a gift of about 
$15 for a needy child. Children who ben-
efit from the program include families at 
St. Leo Parish, St. Aloysius School, Malachi 
Center, Maggie’s Place and Catholic 
Charities Refugee families. 

The 2018 season of Adopt-a-Child began 
the weekend of November 17/18 and ends 
when gifts are collected and distributed 
December 15 and 16. 

“In past years, the program benefited chil-
dren 12 and under,” said Program Director 
Jeanne Sabol, “but last year we started to  

request gifts for older children up to the 
eighth-grade level at St. Aloysius School. 
These are young people who may be home 
alone after Christmas. They may come from 
single parent households, where the mother 
or the father cannot be home during the day. 
It’s been suggested that St. Leo parishioners 
purchase snack food or gift cards for specific 
fast-food restaurants in the St. Aloysius area 
for these older children.”

And for the second year, the First Catholic 
Slovak Ladies Association,  has pledged 
up to $600 in matching funds for contri-
butions from St. Leo parishioners. Checks 
payable to St. Leo Parish or cash can be 

placed in an envelope marked “Adopt-a-
Child” and placed in the collection basket 
or dropped off at the rectory.

To sign up for Adopt-a-Child, call Jeanne 
Sabol at 216 351 6247 or Judi Westerburg 
at 216 642 0134. They will give you the 
name and age of a child so you can buy an 
appropriate gift. Or you can sign up after 
all Masses on Nov. 24/25 and Dec. 1/2.

If you purchase a gift, please wrap it, tag 
it and bring it to the Parish Community 
Center on Saturday, December 15 from 
3–7 p.m. Please note there is no Sunday 
drop-off. If you cannot drop off gifts 
December 15, you can leave them at the 
rectory before the drop-off weekend.

If you have questions, would like a child’s 
name, or would like to help deliver gifts, 
please call Jeanne at 216 351 6247 or Judi at 
216 642 0134.

Gifts from St. Leo Parishioners fill the Community Center Great Room in 2017
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By Nina Capone

It’s back to basics at St. Leo 
School this year, with physical 
and spiritual enhancements 

from the ground up.

One of the most visible changes 
for most visitors to the school 
building is the replacement of the 
cafeteria floor, which had stood 
the test of time since the 1960s. 
The new surface, featuring the 
St. Leo lion in the center, gives 
the large dining area a new look, 
thanks in part to funds received 
through a Cleveland Catholic 
Diocese Rooted in Faith grant, 
which paid for half the cost. 

Other improvements this year 
include the donation of iPads and 
Chrome Books to keep the school 
current with today’s technology.

Now in her second year as principal, 
Denise Burns points to increased 
enrollment and looks forward to the 
day when the school will have two  
classes for each grade level. This year, 
there are two kindergarten classes.

Besides the physical improvements, 
though, St. Leo School continues 

teacher and staff expectations that 
pupils grow and learn in an environ-
ment where they can develop respect 
for others. 

Mrs. Burns’ pride was evi-
dence that the school is 
aspiring to reflect her goal 
to improve upon Catholic 
core values. Initiated by 
Mrs. Burns, this project has 
allowed both students and 
teachers alike to open up and 
discuss important core values. 

October’s theme, 
“Compassion and 
Empathy,” encourages 
pupils to imagine walking 
in someone else’s shoes. 
Each month the students 
are asked to give examples 
of the two newly selected 
themes and to identify how 
we are called to respond to 
some of the more difficult 
effects of daily life, includ-
ing death, illness, homeless-
ness, bullying, diversity and 
profiling. 

Mrs. Burns said her hope is 
that pupils will understand 
the spiritual rewards that 

will be received when our behavior aligns 
with the Catholic core. 

School improves from ground up
Visitors to the school cafeteria are greeted with a roar from the St. Leo lion.

What's it like to walk in someone else’s shoes? St. Leo pupils give 
their views.
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Catholic Diocese
St. Leo the Great Parish
4940 Broadview Road
Cleveland OH 44109 
216/661-1006
Website: www.leothegreat.org
Rev. James P. Schmitz, Pastor
Rev. James Vesely, Retired
Mass Schedule
Sundays—4 p.m. (Saturday Vigil) 

   8 and 11 a.m.
Weekdays—Monday-Thursday 7:30 a.m. 

Friday 8:30 a.m.
Holy Days of Obligation—8:30 a.m. and 7 p.m. 

Blessed events 

November 14—Seniors meeting
November 22—Thanksgiving Mass, 9 a.m.
November 24/25—Adopt-a-Child sign-up, all 

Masses
November 25—Bloodmobile, 8:30a.m.– Noon
November 28—Seniors meeting
December 1/2—Adopt-a-Child sign-up, all 

Masses 
December 7—Eucharistic Adoration, 9a.m.– 

5 p.m.

December 8—Immaculate Conception, 
Masses 7 p.m. December 7, 8:30 a.m. 
December 8 (holy day of obligation)

December 12—Seniors meeting
December 15—Adopt-A-Child drop-off, 3–7 p.m.
December 15/16—St. Vincent de Paul food 

collection at all the Masses
December 16—Lunch with Santa (advance 

ticket purchase only)
December 24—Christmas Eve, Masses at 4, 

7 and 10 p.m.
December 25—Christmas Day, Mass at 11 a.m.
December 26—Seniors meeting

January 1—Solemnity of Mary, 4 p.m. Mass 
December 31. Check Bulletin for January 1 
Mass times.

January 4—Eucharistic Adoration, 9 a.m.– 
5 p.m.

January 9—Seniors meeting
January 19/20—St. Vincent de Paul food 

collection at all the Masses
January 20—Bloodmobile
January 21—Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
January 21—Knights of Columbus Free-

Throw Shooting Competition
January 23—Seniors meeting

Stewardship Church
My church is composed of people like me. 

I help make it what it is

It will be friendly if I am. 
It will be holy if I am.

Its pews will be filled if I help fill them. 
It will do great work, if I work. 
It will be prayerful, if I pray.

It will make generous gifts to many causes, 
if I am a generous giver.

It will bring others into its worship,  
if I invite and bring them.

It will be a church of loyalty and love, 
of fearlessness and faith,  
of compassion, charity and mercy, 
If I, who make it what it is, am filled with 
these same things.

Therefore with the help of God, 
I now dedicate myself to the task of being 
all these things that I want my church to be.

Adapted from the stewardship prayer of the 
Diocese of San Diego

Neither rain, nor sleet, nor a tempo-
rary power failure kept folks away 
from this year’s Festival.

Skies darkened and winds howled late 
Saturday afternoon, leading to a quick- 
moving storm that cut the power twice before 
moving on. Festival-goers were still able to 
enjoy the games, music, and food with no 
stormy after-effects.

An army of volunteers from the day school, 
preschool, and PSR joined the rest of the 
parishioners to run games and serve food and 
concessions. Sweet tooths were satisfied by 
more than three tables of homemade bakery. 

The center of the game room was filled with 
30 baskets containing spices, sports gear, 

nostalgic treats, gift cards. Besides the cash 
prizes in the main raffle, two lucky winners 
walked away with a TV and an iPad.

The kitchen was hopping to keep up with 
the demand. As she was served her food 
Friday night, a diner said, “You don’t have 
to wait until St. Patrick’s Day to get a great 
corned beef sandwich.” On Saturday, one 
gentleman said that “the pork dinners with 
dumplings are a St. Leo’s tradition. I look 
forward to it every year.”

The people came early and stayed late each 
night, enjoying the food, the music, the games 
and sharing time with family and friends. And 
just like that quick-moving storm, the Festival 
was over … until next year.

No doubt, St. Leo’s Festival 
seems to be the best of all

The “midway” of the St. Leo Festival was the cafeteria, which was hopping with activity
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