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By Chris Rath

On Christmas Eve 1969, the first 
Mass was celebrated in the newest 
church building of St. Leo the 

Great parish. 

This was the third church structure for the 
parish since its founding in 1948 and it 
was a testament to the growth of the parish 
community and its willingness to provide 
for a modern, larger worship space.

In the 50 years that have followed, the St. 
Leo church has undergone changes—some 
minor, and others, quite complex.

One of the first changes took place when 
the building was just a few years old. The 
second Vatican Council gave Catholics the 
option to receive communion standing up 
rather than kneeling at a communion rail. 
This change, coupled with the introduction 
of Eucharistic Ministers, quickly made the 
communion rail obsolete, and St. Leo’s 
second pastor, Fr. John Fiala, had the com-
munion rails removed. 

This change effectively opened the large 
sanctuary to the rest of the church, creating 
a more welcoming atmosphere for daily 
and Sunday liturgies.

By 1993, as 
the building 
approached 24 
years, it was 
discovered that 
the ceiling of the 
church was loaded 
with asbestos, 
which is a good 
fireproofing and 
insulating mate-
rial but is also 
extremely toxic.

Fr. Ned Weist, St. 
Leo’s fourth pastor,  
undertook the  
task of encapsulating  
the asbestos and, with the assistance of 
Fr. Dan Schlegel, making some architec-
tural changes.

The building was closed and sealed until 
the ceiling was encased and deemed safe. 
During that time Masses were celebrated 
in Lux Hall, which, after all, was origi-
nally the parish’s second church building. 

According to Loretta Mlady, who served on 
the committee overseeing the renovation, 
having Masses in Lux Hall meant that 

Let us build a house
where love  
can dwell

chairs needed to be set up each Friday after 
school. Loretta recalls that “the eighth graders 
did that faithfully every week, and whoever 
attended the last Mass on Sunday would help 
put the chairs away. Everybody pitched in 
every week for months.” 

Loretta added that Fr. Dan Schlegel was an 
exceptional project leader. “It was an inter-
esting time, with much discussion.” 

One of the most obvious changes was in the 
sanctuary, where “they shortened the altar 

The St. Leo Sanctuary shown in 1970. Note the communion rail 
and the raised kneeling area. The green bricks flanking the cruci-
fix represent the tree of life.
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and space of the sanctuary; the carpeting was 
changed from bright green to the spruce blue 
that was also used as chair seat covers (they 
were previously bright orange).” 

In addition, the altar of repose (tabernacle) 
against the back wall of the sanctuary was 
moved to what is now the “chapel” area to 
the right of the sanctuary and flanked by 
two narrow stained-glass windows. 

Loretta said the committee visited several 
churches with contemporary interiors to 
gather ideas. When the church was reded-
icated on May 23, 1993, Bishop Pilla pre-
sided at the Mass. 

When Bishop Lennon reconfigured the 
diocese—particularly within the city of 
Cleveland—in 2009-11, several parishes 
were eventually closed or consolidated. 
Through this process, Fr. Russel Lowe, St. 
Leo’s sixth pastor, was able to repurpose 
items from Corpus Christi including the 
current tabernacle and the altar in the 
chapel used for weekday Masses. The taber-
nacle stand came from St. Christine parish 
in Euclid. 

The baptismal font has also been moved 
from the vestibule to the right side of the 
sanctuary. Other additions executed by Fr. 
Lowe were the stained-glass windows on 
the side walls and in the weekday chap-
el, installed with back lighting and new 
entrance doors bordered with additional 
stained glass from Blessed Sacrament. 

Loretta noted that the stained-glass win-
dow on the right side of the sanctuary was 
supposed to be Pope Pius XII, but “when 
they moved the window, it was unusable, 
so Pius X was substituted.” 

Other changes that have taken place 
through the years include: 

Devotional statues of St. Vincent de Paul, 
St. John Vianney, St. Philomena, and St. 

Michael the Archangel, added from other 
closed churches.  
Removal of the sanctuary carpeting, which 
was replaced with marble. 

Changes to the front pews to make them more 
handicapped accessible and comfortable. 

Combining the statues of Mary and Joseph 
with a new statue of the child Jesus, now 
displayed as the Holy Family on the wall 
near the organ. 

Additions of the pelican sculpture to the 
front of the altar and the emblems of the 
evangelists to the ambo. 

Most recently, all the wood trim and the 
chairs in the sanctuary were refinished to 
match the color of the pews. 

People, communities and worship customs 
change and evolve, and so has the St. Leo 
church building. But our reasons for being 
there and being members of the St. Leo 
community have not changed. 

In 1993 the altar of repose (tabernacle) 
was moved to the chapel area to the right 
of the sanctuary. The metal sculpture 
surrounding the tabernacle represented 
Christ as the center of the world. The 
tabernacle was moved again in 2011 and 
replaced by a round staned-glass, backlit 
window depicting the Last Supper.
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‘Father! There’s a body under the bed!’
The history of the St. Leo church build-
ing is not without its lighter moments.

At the time the church was being fin-
ished, it was undecided whether the 
cross on the sanctuary wall should be 
a plain cross or a crucifix (holding the 
body of Jesus).

For a while the cross stood bare, but 
the body had to be stored someplace.

At that time the women of the parish were 
helping to clean the new rectory, and one 
of the women (who shall go unnamed) 
was cleaning a first floor bedroom.

As she was sweeping out the dust under 
the bed, she spied two feet sticking out. 
She screamed and ran to tell Fr. Lux 
there was a body under the bed.

Well, there was, but it was the body 
of Jesus waiting to be mounted on the 
cross in the church sanctuary.

Do your part for St. Leo’s Have-a-Heart 
It’s not too late to select a Have-a-Heart 

heart from the baskets at the church 
entrances. And if you’ve already selected 

your heart for Lent, don’t be shy about tak-
ing one or two more.

For more than 10 years, St. Leo Parish has 
sponsored the Have-a-Heart, Lend-a-Hand 
program, where members of the parish 
community extend their love and generosi-
ty to the many people who need our love. 

Since Ash Wednesday and during Lent, 
baskets of hearts have been set out at all 
church entrances. If you have not done so 

n Birthright
n Broadview Multi Care
n Catholic Charities Refugee Families
n Holy Family Hospice
n Malachi Back Door Ministry
n Malachi House
n Parma Care Center
n Providence House
n St. Colman Parish
n St. Leo/St. Vincent DePaul Outreach
n West Side Catholic Center

If you have any questions about the pro-
gram, please call Jeanne Sabol at 216/351-
6247, and thank you for your generosity.

already, please take a heart (or two) and 
purchase the item requested on it for the 
organization listed. 

Your donations will be gathered and deliv-
ered to the respective social service agency 
or shelter at the beginning of Holy Week 
(Palm Sunday weekend). You can drop 
off donations in the school cafeteria on 
Saturday, April 13, from 3:30–5 p.m. and 
Sunday, April 14, from 9 a.m.–Noon.

The following organizations will be the 
recipients of your generosity:

This is one of the few photos showing the construction of the current church in 1969 and was taken by parishioner George Schleimer.
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By Nina Capone

St. Leo School 
continues to 
make more 

improvements to 
enhance educational 
quality and to help 
ensure that pupils are 
ready for an ever-chang-
ing technological world. 

Principal Denise Burns 
was ready to show off 
the improvements during 
a grand-tech tour recent-
ly, including a second grade 
SmartBoard, new risers for stu-
dent performances and a prayer 
wall in the main hall that will 
include all parishioners.

Many of us remember chalkboard 
duty, especially eraser clapping. 
But those days are gone thanks to a 
70-inch Promethean ActivPanel with 
touch screen displays.

Purchase of  the newer versions of the 
SmartBoard,  which will eventually make 
their way into every classroom, were 
enabled through government funds. 

“This SmartBoard gives a much clearer 
image; less glare and sheen than the cur-
rent projectors that require in-line con-
nection to laptops,” Ms Burns explained. 

She also mentioned a very generous 
donation made to the school by the 
late Carolyn Geniusz, grandmother to 

Welcome to St. Leo School

Where everyone 
fits in

The most recent theme to promote Catholic Core Values at St. Leo School stresses the 
message that each of us is as unique as a puzzle piece, and that patience and under-
standing with one another let us all fit in with Christ.
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third grader Conor. Mrs. Geniusz, who had 
been a teacher for 33 years before retiring 
in 1997, passed away in November 2018. 
In her memory, her husband Ken enabled 
the school to purchase three sets of risers 
that can be used for student performanc-
es—a large item that the school has 
been needing for a long time. 

“We have a list of improvements to 
be made and it becomes more pos-
sible with the help of funds like 
these,” Ms. Burns said, adding 
that “these parents make such 
an effort to arrange their busy 
schedules to come see their 
kids take part in events and 
sing and it’s often difficult to 
see their faces without hav-
ing something for them to 
stand on.” 

Ms. Burns is looking 
forward to similar pur-
chases to keep up with 
the expanding enroll-
ment at the school. 
With 256 students 
currently enrolled, 
when the 2019-
2020 school year 
begins in the 
fall there will 

be two kinder-
garten and two first grade 

classrooms. 

“I’ve given so many tours this past school 
year to new and interested families. The 
hope is always to continue to grow,” she 
added.

Finally, efforts continue to blend the school 
into the parish community, particularly 
during Lent. 

Visitors and parishioners have been invited 
to write down special intentions on cards 
while they enjoy the Friday Fish Dinners. 
These will be added to a large Prayer Wall 
located in the main Hall that connects the 
front entrance to the cafeteria. 

School visitors will have the opportunity 
to include someone new in their daily 
thoughts and prayers with the inclusion of 
the children at the St. Leo School. 

As a Lenten project, the day school students have built a Prayer Wall in the main hall-
way. Each colored ribbon has a special meaning, and every morning each class picks 
a ribbon color and says prayers in the classroom. During the day, each student ties a 
prayer ribbon on the Prayer Wall. Ribbons will also be available for anyone attending 
fish dinners so they can add their prayers. Students are also creating a chain that will 
be displayed in the windows of the school facing Broadview Road. Colored paper strips 
will be available in the school, the preschool, the vestibule of the church, and in the rec-
tory for people to write a prayer intention. The prayer intentions will be connected to 
form a paper chain, which will grow with prayers throughout Lent.
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Armand remembers the basement of the 
school with a kitchen that was used for 
chicken or spaghetti dinners or functions 
for the Holy Name Society, Scouts, Altar 
and Rosary or card parties. 

Meals were eaten in the lunchroom across 
the hall from that kitchen, one long room 
that ran most of the length of the base-
ment. Presently that lunchroom has been 
broken up into smaller rooms used as 
classrooms.

The main floor of the school consisted 
of the classrooms facing east, which are 
presently being used, with the orig-
inal church at the south end facing 
Broadview Road.

The 5-classroom Jr. High wing was 
added around 1969, the same 

year the current church 
and Lux Hall were 

built. When that wing 
opened, the external 

walls were reconfigured 
and the present cafeteria 

was formed. 

The cafeteria orginally con-
tained toaster ovens where 

children could heat up any 
items brought in for 
lunch. 

Then, food items from 
fast food restaurants 
were sold, but this idea 
was frowned on by 
parents who wanted 
healthier choices for 
their children. The 
cafeteria eventu-

By Alex Pavlick

St. Leo School is more than a great 
educational center, and 
for many long-time 

parishioners it is a community 
center and gathering place. For 
many years it has been the site 
for a great many community 
events.

“The school was in the parish plans 
from the get-go,” remembers long-
time parishioner Armand Venditti. 
“All the kids, not just mine, got a 
great education there,” he said. 

Nuns were the primary teachers when 
the school opened in 1951, and the first 
order to teach there were the Vincentian 
Sisters of Charity, an order that has since 
merged with the Sisters of Charity of 
Cincinnati. Sometime in the early to mid-
1950s they were replaced by the Franciscan 
Sisters of Blessed Kunegunda, a Polish 
order from Chicago.

“Those nuns were very knowledgeable,” 
said long-time parishioner Jeanette Klaehn, 
“and one that particularly stands out in my 
mind is Sister Theresia.” 

Jeanette remembers the children well from 
St. Leo’s, having worked with them as a 
Cub Scout den mother. Armand credits the 
education his children received at St. Leo 
for his children’s careers.

The school building itself has a life of its 
own, adding and moving facilities as the 
parish population demanded. Perhaps an 
imaginary tour is in order to understand 
how things have changed.

The cafeteria wasn’t always where it is now. 
Instead of the cafeteria, there was a corridor, 
with walls and doors running the length of 
the room. The wider side held the junior 
high classrooms and the narrower side was 
storage space and the library. 

In 
the early 
days of the school, 
most pupils ate 
their lunch at home, 
and those who stayed 
at the school went to 
a lunch room in the 
basement. No meals 
were served, so students 
had to bring a lunch if 
they stayed.

The principal’s office at the 
time was in the east-west 
hall that now extends from 
the Broadview Road entrance. 
The area housing the current 
principal’s office comprised the first and 
second grade classrooms. 

School still growing  
St. Leo community

From top to bottom: The school cafeteria, the 
basement hall, where many early activities 
took place, and the school office, which once 
housed first and second grade classrooms.
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ally evolved into the current design, where 
healthier lunches are prepared and served.

When the State purchased the land to put 
in I-480, the structural form of the church 
section was moved to the north end of the 
school, in what we now call Lux Hall (the 
gym). The loft in Lux Hall (now sealed off) 
was the choir section of St. Leo church. 

The past 20 years have brought about the 
use of vouchers for students to pay for 
their tuition. Using State funds, students 
at some private schools receive aid to be 
used to defray tuition costs. Because of this 
arrangement, St. Leo school now is open to 
students and families who are not necessar-
ily Catholic. 

According to veteran St. Leo teacher Macrina 
Dodson, “there have been quite a few success 
stories, where the children decided to contin-
ue on to Catholic high schools and their lives 
in the Catholic faith.”

One junior high voucher student said she 
has received all her sacraments and would 
like to continue on in a Catholic high 
school. When asked why, she said she real-
izes she is safer there and is receiving a bet-
ter education. She loves St. Leo’s and plans 
to remain a Catholic as she grows up. Her 
family is not Catholic.

You’ll be wishin’ you were 
at the parish mission
By Nina Capone

St. Leo’s Parish Mission, March 25–27, 
will feature three speakers who have 
been invited to share their testaments 

of faith, which helped them grow through 
owning their struggle and overcoming chal-
lenges they have each individually faced. 

On Monday, March 25, in the church, we 
will hear from Philip Keller, better known 
for years to Clevelanders as “Trapper Jack” 
from the morning show on WDOK 102.1 
FM Radio. He is now widely popular on 
his own personal podcasts, Touched by 
Heaven and Blind Faith Live, which he has 
both produced and hosted.

Keller offers listeners stories of miracles 
that have awakened his own faith and kept 
him sharing his voice in his time after 
radio. He has always felt a pull from God, 
a feeling that he was called here for some-
thing greater than his hosting and it seems 
it was in becoming legally blind that gave 
him more vision.  

The speaker on Tuesday, March 26, in the 
Parish Center, David Petrovic will leave 
us feeling powerful. Rising up from being 
bullied for his challenges with Aspergers 
syndrome, David describes his life growing 
and living with the difficulties that come 
with his syndrome. 

Now an author, teacher, actor and national 
speaker, David spends his life serving oth-
ers by spreading his message of faith and 
perseverance. 

In one of his presentations he reveals that 
“coming to embrace my differences and 
love myself truly for what I am and how 
God created me. The freedom there is in 
realizing that I not only live a happy life, 
I live a fulfilled life because of what I have 
been through. I can make a positive differ-
ence in this world.” 

Finally, on Wednesday, March 27, also 
in the Parish center, we will hear from a 

St. Leo’s fish: A Lenten 
temptation you  
can’t pass up
Tired of cooking? St. Leo’s fish dinners 
offer a delectable change of pace.

Seafood choices include fried shrimp, 
baked tilapia almondine, seasoned baked 
cod, and puff batter pollock. Dinners 
include a choice of fries or baked pota-
to, coleslaw or applesauce. Pierogies are 
available as a dinner or a la carte. Other 
a la carte items include cabbage and noo-
dles, macaroni and cheese, pizza, soup 
and dessert. Kids meals are available. 
Check out our weekly specials—fish 
tacos, empanadas, and salmon patties.

The dining room is open every Friday during 
Lent except Good Friday from 4:30–7 p.m. 
On the run? Take-out is available. 

representative of Robby’s Voice, a com-
munity-based foundation that focuses on 
preventing drug addiction by promoting 
awareness and education. 

Robby’s Voice was formed by the family of 
Robby Brandt who died at the age of 20 
due to his own addiction that grew from 
prescription painkillers and would sadly 
lead to his accidental overdose of heroin 
in 2011. After discovering writings in his 
notebooks, Robby’s family devoted them-
selves to carrying out the visions he had of 
creating a space where support for addicts 
could be found and recovery was believed 
to be possible. 

Freewill offerings will be accepted at the 
conclusion of each presentation. 

St. Leo milestones
December 2018–February 2019

Baptisms
Leo Seminatore
Joel Adrian Rosado

Thea Harris
Carissa Harris

Weddings:
Mike Hosta & Dianna Moskal
Gillian Halusker & Patrick Cooley

Funerals

Charles Rooks, Sr.
Bernice Kilcoyne
Robert Treska
Carolyn Geniusz
William 

Wachenschwanz
Joanne Marsik
Geraldine Piotrowski
Dolores Maras
Diane Soler

Daniel Pisaneschi
Patrick Thomas 

Gleason
Elsie Harmody
Ronald Urich
Rudy Dejelo
Alfred Golias
Sarah Geier
Fran McLaughlin

New Parishioners
(November 22, 2018–February 2019)

Kate Hanseman (Dan McDonald)
Kevin & Rita Hadzima
Carl & Mary Kubala
Catherine Rospotynski
Kyle & Stephanie Seminatore
Andrew Magee
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Catholic Diocese
St. Leo the Great Parish
4940 Broadview Road
Cleveland OH 44109 
216/661-1006
Website: www.leothegreat.org
Rev. James P. Schmitz, Pastor
Rev. James Vesely, Retired
Mass Schedule
Sundays—4 p.m. (Saturday Vigil) 

  8 and 11 a.m.
Weekdays—Monday-Thursday 7:30 a.m. 

Friday 8:30 a.m.
Holy Days of Obligation—8:30 a.m. and 7 p.m. 

Blessed events 

March 6–April 14, Have-A-Heart
March 13—Seniors Meeting
March 15—Fish Dinners, 4:30–7 p.m.
March 15—Stations of the Cross, 7 p.m.
March 16–17—St. Vincent de Paul food col-

lection at all the Masses
March 17—St. Patrick’s Day!
March 20—Diocesan Evening of Confession, 

5–8 p.m.
March 22—Fish Dinners, 4:30–7 p.m.
March 22—Stations of the Cross, 7 p.m.
March 24—Bloodmobile, 8 a.m.—Noon
March 25—Parish Mission, Trapper Jack, 7 p.m.
March 26—Parish Mission, David Petrovic, 7 p.m.
March 27—Parish Mission, Robby’s Voice, 7 p.m.
March 27—Seniors Meeting
March 29—Fish Dinners, 4:30–7 p.m.
March 29—Stations of the Cross, 7 p.m.
April 4—CYO Fall Sports Sign Up, 3–8:30 p.m.
April 5—Eucharistic Adoration, 9 a.m.–5 p.m.
April 5—Fish Dinners, 4:30–7 p.m.

April 5—Stations of the Cross, 7 p.m.
April 6–7 St. Vincent de Paul food collection, 

all Masses
April 10—Seniors Meeting
April 11—CYO Fall Sports Sign Up, 3–8:30 p.m.
April 12—Fish Dinners, 4:30–7 p.m.
April 12—Stations of the Cross, 7 p.m.
April 13—Have-A-Heart Drop Off
April 13—Palm Sunday Vigil Mass, 4 p.m.
April 14—Palm Sunday Masses, 8 & 11 a.m.
April 14—Have-A-Heart Drop Off
April 14—Pancake Breakfast, 9 a.m.–1 p.m.
April 18—CYO Fall Sports Sign Up, 3–8:30 p.m.
April 18—Holy Thursday Morning Prayer, 7:30 
April 18—Holy Thursday Mass of the Lord’s 

Supper, 7 p.m.
April 19—Good Friday Morning Prayer, 7:30 
April 19—Good Friday Passion Play, Noon
April 19—Solemn Celebration of the Lord’s 

Passion, 3 p.m.
April 19—Stations of the Cross, 7 p.m.
April 20—Holy Saturday Morning Prayer, 7:30

April 20—Holy Saturday Food Blessing, Noon
April 20—Holy Saturday Easter Vigil, 7:30 p.m.
April 21—Easter Sunday Masses, 8, 9:30 & 

11 a.m.
April 24—Seniors Meeting
April 25—CYO Fall Sports Sign Up, 3–8:30 p.m.
April 27—Women’s Reverse Raffle (Advance 

Ticket Sales)
May 2—CYO Falls Sports Sign up, 3–8:30 p.m.
May 3—Eucharistic Adoration, 9 a.m.–5 p.m.
May 4—First Holy Communion, 4 p.m. Mass
May 8—Seniors Meeting
May 9—CYO Fall Sports Sign Up, 3–8:30 p.m.
May 12—Mother’s Day
May 16—CYO Fall Sports Sign Up, 3–8:30 p.m.
May 18–19—St. Vincent de Paul food col-

lection, all Masses
May 19—Bloodmobile, 8 a.m.–Noon
May 22—Seniors Meeting
May 23—CYO Fall Sports Sign Up, 3–8:30 p.m.
May 25—8th Grade Graduation, 4 Mass
May 27—Memorial Day Mass, 9 a.m.
May 30—CYO Fall Sports Sign Up, 3–8:30 p.m.

 


