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Are you or your child a former student of St. Leo 
School? Please let us know by completing a form on the 
parish website. Visit leothegreat.org Find Alumni 
Association under the Organizations tab. We hope to 
hear from you!   

Fish Dinners 
 Fridays during Lent (except Good Friday)  

4:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. | Dine-In or Carry Out ! 
 
Please mark your calendars to join us for Mass and the 
events and activities throughout the year! 

 
Memories 

Before some of the changes from the Second 
Vatican Council were implemented, girls and 
women needed to wear a head covering when they 
entered the church.  If the schoolchildren were going 
into the church to attend Mass, go to confession, or 
learn about a sacrament, one of the nuns who taught 
at the school would stand at the door of the church 
with a box of facial tissues.  The nun would place a 
facial tissue on the head of any girl not wearing a 
veil, scarf or other head covering.  Of course, the 
tricky part was keeping the facial tissue on your 
head the entire time you were in church.  

 
Do you have a favorite memory from the past 75        
years?  If so, please submit it to nzola@leothegreat.org. 
We also welcome photos throughout the year of the 
people and events taking place.  Please forward your 
photos to photos@leothegreat.org. 

Saint Vincent de Paul 
Reach out and help a needy family! 
Not every parishioner can be in the 
right place at the right time to help a 
needy family as Jesus asks. The St. 
Vincent de Paul Outreach 
Organization has been setup to do just 
that. Your help through the Poor 
Boxes assists your SVDP group in 
providing food, clothing, utility 
assistance, etc. to those in need. Reach 
out and help a needy family with your 
donation. Thank You! 

Record of 2022 Contributions  
 To receive a copy of your 2022 contribution statement, 
please email your request to info@leothegreat.org. You 
can also call the Rectory Office at 216-661-1006.  
 Please indicate how you would like to receive your 
statement — pick up in the office, pick up in the back of 
church, email, or mail. You can also include your name on 
this slip and return it to the office or drop it in the offertory 
basket and we will mail your statement back to you.  
 (Due to recent increase in postage, we kindly ask that you 
please consider picking up your statement, if you are able, in an 
effort to conserve and limit our spending.) 

 
Name: ________________________________________ 

Feast of St. Blaise  
The Feast Day of St. Blaise was Friday, February 3rd.  
Blessing of the Throats will be offered on Saturday, 
February 4th and Sunday, February 5th after every Mass. 

World Day for Consecrated Life 
This Sunday we celebrate World Day for Consecrated Life. 
We recognize and give thanks for those who have 
consecrated their lives to God and the Church through the 
vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience. The consecrated 
life is one way that women and men live out their 
baptismal commitment as followers of Jesus. Please pray 
for Fr. Jim and all those who have made commitments in 
the consecrated life, and be sure to thank them on their 
special day.  

In 1955, Rev. Sylvester P. Lux, first 
pastor of St. Leo the Great, appealed to 
the parishioners for any gem stones 
that they could spare. The stones were 
fashioned into the shape of a cross on a 
14-karat gold overlay chalice, bearing 
an inscription on the base from the 
People of St Leo Parish. A matching 
paten bears an etching of the image of 
St. Leo the Great.  
 
As part of the 50th anniversary 
celebration the chalice was replated 
and the paten 

buffed and polished, and throughout 
the years the names of the six former 
pastors of St. Leo have been added to 
the bottom.  
 
The chalice is a remembrance of the 
sacrifices on which this parish was 
built and is used for special liturgical 
celebrations.                  —John Sabol 
 

Protecting God’s Children  
The Diocese of Cleveland’s “Protecting God’s Children” 
program is a continuing effort to instruct and inform everyone 
about the protection of children from sexual abuse. To report any 
past or present suspected inappropriate behavior toward children 
by priests, deacons, religious, lay ecclesial ministers or personnel 
associated with the Church, please contact the Diocesan 
Response Service Office at (216)334-2999 or via email at 
response_services@dioceseofcleveland.org. You are also asked 
to immediately inform local authorities about inappropriate 
behavior. A good way to become more aware and recognize 
warning signs of abuse is to complete a Virtus Training. For 
more information or to sign up for a class please visit 
Virtusonline.org.  

http://leothegreat.org/
mailto:nzola@leothegreat.org
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Please Remember in Your 

             Rosary 
Please join us for the recitation of the 
rosary in church on : 
 
Thursday, February 16th @ 7:00p.m. 

 
Make this part of your hourly prayer for 
the day.  Please enter through the doors 
closest to the rectory. 

 
.  

 Mass Intentions  
Monday, February 6th— St. Paul Miki & Companions             
      8:30am  +Linda DeBaltzo (Family) 
Tuesday, February 7th—Weekday 
 8:30am +Sharon Triffon (Louise Strumbel)   
Wednesday, February 8th—Weekday 
 8:30am  +Larry Clancy (Fr. James Schmitz) 
Friday, February 9th—St. Scholastica, Virgin 
 8:30am +Ruth DeCesare (Marie Phillips) 
Saturday, February 10th—Our Lady of Lourdes 
 4:00pm  +Genevieve A. Novak (Linda Miller) 
Sunday, February 11th—Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
      8:00am  +May Schmitz (Fr. James Schmitz) 
    11:00am    People of the Parish 

Since there is no Mass here at St. Leo’s on Thursdays you can attend 
Mass at one of our other local parishes; St. Charles (7am), St. 
Barbara (7:30am), St. Francis de Sales (8:45am) or Mary Queen of 
Peace (8am). 

Readings for the Week 

First Reading: Isaiah 58: 7-10 

The Jewish people had just returned from exile in Babylon. 
They were poor. The prophet in today’s reading reminds them 
of the religious practice that pleases God most of all, and he 
encourages them to share the little they have with one another. 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 

In this reading, Paul continues to address the problem of 
factions in Corinth. One group followed a Christian named 
Apollos, an eloquent preacher who came there after Paul had 
left. Some criticized Paul because his oratory didn't compare 
with that of Apollos. In today’s passage, Paul defends his 
preaching style.  

Sunday Is 58:7-10/Ps 112:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 (4a)/1 Cor 2:1-5/Mt 
5:13-16  

Monday Gn 1:1-19/Ps 104:1-2a, 5-6, 10 and 12, 24 and 35c/Mk 
6:53-56  

Tuesday Gn 1:20—2:4a/Ps 8:4-5, 6-7, 8-9/Mk 7:1-13  

Wednesday Gn 2:4b-9, 15-17/Ps 104:1-2a, 27-28, 29bc-30/Mk 7:14
-23  

Thursday Gn 2:18-25/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5/Mk 7:24-30  

Friday Gn 3:1-8/Ps 32:1-2, 5, 6, 7/Mk 7:31-37  

Saturday Gn 3:9-24/Ps 90:2, 3-4abc, 5-6, 12-13/Mk 8:1-10  

Jeremy Gaugler 
St. Mary of the Falls, Olmsted Falls 

Senior, Borromeo 

Every week we pray for those  
discerning a vocation in religious life.  

Pray that they may continue to 
persevere and that others may  

respond to God’s call. 

   Sanctuary Candle Intention 
                   January 29, 2023 —February 12, 2023 

   
             In beautiful memory of  

             +Eleanore and +Matthew   
             Stuczynski   

 
                                 “Sunshine Forever”, 

 
                                  Your Stu Fam  

The Pro-life group will be 
meeting on Wednesday, 

February 15, 2023 at 1:00 pm in the Parish Center. 
This month we will focus on end of life issues, the 
Church’s teachings on euthanasia and part of the 
encyclical Evangelium Vitae, by Pope St. John Paul II, 
which covers myriad life issues. If you have any 
questions about the group, the meeting or its content, 
please contact either Dennis Badar at 216-398-2830 or 
Chris Rath at 216-741-1536. 
 
St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. Be our 
protection against the wickedness and snares of the devil. 
May God rebuke them, we humbly pray, and cast into Hell 
Satan and all the evil spirits who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls. Amen. 

Mary Niec, Alivia Kobal, Glenn “Joe” Hess, Gary 
LaBuda, Jeanette Klaehn, Amelia Rebello, Irma 
Zappitelli, Dianne Toronski, Don Donelon, Larry 
Kuznik, John Sofcheck, Ireneo (Ernie) Santiago, Rob 
Blum, Gary Skelley, Virgina Soflkancs, Evelyn 
Bastian, Mary Lou Neuendorf, Joseph Bublavy, Anna 
Mendoza, Marianne Kucinski-Powers, Denise 
Warnock, Edith Lysyj,  John Geiger, Rosie Colucci, 
Buzzy Miano, Judy Bruzshinsky, Carol Broze, Stan 
Wasacz, Joe Barr, Doug Kiesel, Marcia Bailey, Jim 
Tisch, MaryLou Durfee, Chris Grdosic, Kathy 
Svoboda, Matt Pauloski, Kelley, Tootie, Megan Arena, 
Lena Sunyak, Chuck Pacanovsky, Theresa Truxall, 
Susan Fenski, Antoinette Jakosh, Rose Arlia, Liz 
Woisnet, MaryKay Simonek, Betty Popow, R.Rosario, 
Margarita Quinones, Allen Phillips, Ruth Bublavy, 
John O’Malley, Kenneth Lees, Tina Sunday, Karen 
Horvath, Jesse Kazimer, William Wollard,  Claudia 
Wollard, Carol Rucinski, Joe Deranek, Ben Wheelock, 
Matt Sansavera, and Joe Jares. 



 

FEBRUARY 5, 2023  |  FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Practicing Catholic 
 

If  
By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman 

 
If …It’s a surprising little word — if. For such a short word, it 
holds an abundance of excuses. 
 
Personally, I could buy a new car if I had a dollar for every 
time I used the word “if” to explain away my own flaws. “If I 
wasn’t so tired. If we had more money. If the kids weren’t 
always on my last nerve. If I had more talent. If life wasn’t so 
hard.” 
 
If, if, if. I don’t always feel like being the salt of the earth. 
Can’t someone else season the dish? Sometimes it’s more than 
I want to give, more than I want to do, more than I want to be. 
Sharing my bread, sheltering the oppressed, clothing the 
naked, and accompanying my neighbor — doing these things 
in the literal or figurative sense can be completely exhausting. 
Mediocrity is so easy. It’s so comfortable. 
 
But if. It looms again, that short but powerful word. 
 
“If” can be deep with excuses, but it can also be wide with 
possibility. If I bring it all to God. If I stop relying on my own 
abilities. If I prayed more than I talked. If I make my heart 
firm. If my faith does not rest on human wisdom. 
 
If not me, who? If not now, when? 
 

“You are the light of the world. A city set on a mountain 
cannot be hidden.” — Matthew 5:14 

  
 I recently decided to learn to cook. As I sit at the feet of various 
YouTube cooking masters, I notice how much of cooking is adding 
ingredients that don’t provide any more nourishment, like herbs and 
other seasonings. But man! They make all the difference because 
they make the meal delightful to eat and share. 
 Jesus calls his disciples “salt of the world.” No one eats just salt. 
So, Christians are not meant to replace or do away with the world. 
They are meant to be agents of preservation and glorification. Notice 
how often these days the Church seeks to preserve what is 
threatened: the goodness of marital and family love, the desires of 
young people for greatness, the value of honest work, healthy 
economics, and altruistic political engagement, the dignity of the 
poor and vulnerable. Over and over, we say to a world who wants to 
throw things out, “It’s worth saving! We’ll preserve it! We’ll show 
you it’s wonderful.” If we can’t engage the world like that, Jesus 
says we are the ones who get thrown out, because salt alone is 
worthless. 
 Jesus only asks us to do for others what he does for us. He is the 
“salt” of everything in our lives. Is there something in your life 
starting to rot a bit? Something tasting bland and boring? Let Jesus 
salt it and see if you like it better.          — Father John Muir 

Encourage A Deeper  

Understanding of Scripture 

Seeing God in Our Ordinary Moments 
 

What’s the Buzz? 
By Tracy Earl Welliver, MT  

 
 When a new store or restaurant opens in the area, 
there can be quite a buzz. People want to see what the 
place is like. If the establishment is lucky, a positive 
word of mouth can spread all over the area. The 
challenge then becomes keeping that buzz alive. If 
people start to think that the new place is not as good 
as advertised or they had hoped, the crowds will 
dwindle and soon the new place will simply become an 
old place. Even worse, it could become a closed place. 
 If you were a store owner, what would you do to 
attract people? Would you always put your best foot 
forward? How hard would you work to show 
everybody that your place is worth repeated visits and 
patronage? 
 You may not be an entrepreneur with your own 
business, but you do have your parish community. This 
is your community and what you do and how you act in 
the world around you will either add to a buzz or a lack 
of interest. How you use the gifts you and your 
community have been given will do a lot to attract 
people and cause them to talk. You will be like a city 
on top of a mountain that no one can miss. Can your 
light shine so bright that it can be seen from miles 
around? You may be only one person, but you are a 
part of something greater than yourself. Your 
stewardship can easily become contagious. At a time 
when too many are choosing to disregard the Church, it 
is time to create a positive buzz. 
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Have you recently lost a loved one—a spouse, 
sibling, a parent, other relative or a close friend? 
Join the St. Leo the Great Bereavement Sharing 
Group. We are a group who have a common bond—
the loss of someone close to us. All are welcome to 
come and share with us on the first Wednesday of 
every month at 2:00 PM in the Parish Center. We 
meet for about an hour and share our feelings and 
memories of our loved ones. The next meeting 
dates will be: March 1, May 3, and June 7, 2023 
THERE WILL BE NO MEETING IN APRIL 
DUE TO HOLY WEEK. 

Feel free to join us—no reservations needed! 
If you have any questions, 

contact Joan Berigan at 216-661-1006 or by  
email: jberigan@leothegreat.org. 

 
 
 
 

 
Do your loved ones know what your wishes are for 

your funeral Mass? Have you thought about the    
readings you’d like to have at your funeral Mass? 

If so, contact Joan Berigan at the rectory           
(216-661-1006) or jberigan@leothgreat.org for 

help in pre-planning your funeral Mass. 

HOW YOU CAN CONTINUE TO SUPPORT 
US  WITH YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS  

 
We are grateful that so many of you have 
continued to contribute. Here are a few ways to 
help you with your contributions: 

 

1) Mail your contribution envelope(s) to us, either 
for the week or the month. (St. Leo the Great, 4940 
Broadview Rd., Cleveland, OH 44109) 

 

2) Drop your contribution envelope(s) in the mail 
slot of the rectory office door. 

 

3) Online Giving is available here at St. Leo the 
Great. Look for this icon on our website 
www.leothegreat.org to sign up. It’s incredibly 
easy and you have many options: weekly, monthly 
or one-time contributions, the ability to use a 
checking/savings account direct withdrawal (you 
just need your account and routing numbers) or 
you can use a debit or credit card (Visa, 
MasterCard, American Express or Discover). It is 
simple and secure. 

 

If you have any questions or need help, call the  
parish office at 216-661-1006 and we will gladly 
assist you. 
 

Dear Parishioners,  
 Thank you for your prayers for my stepmother, Mildred. They 
were heard and answered as she passed away last Sunday morning. 
The family is till considering funeral arrangements as she has a 
daughter in California who is not able to travel at this time so they 
may not plan something until the summer. Again I am so grateful for 
your prayers. I am also deeply grateful that she was able to bring 
such joy to my dad for over 16 years of marriage and over 20 years 
of time spent together. We certainly never thought they would have 
been together for so long when they announced their marriage plans 
so many years ago! But as many of you know, having a companion 
later in life is such a great blessing, especially after a spouse has 
died. Dad is aware that she has passed but is not really talking much 
about anything right now, unless it pertains to the present moment, 
and as far as Mildred is concerned, that is another blessing. He is 
comfortable and we are just trying to enjoy whatever time we have 
left with him. Please keep in prayer all those whom I anoint, all the 
sick of our parish and of our loved ones, and those who share in the 
cross of Christ through their illness. They will be consoled in the life 
to come. 
 Friday was the feast of St. Blaise so we will have the blessing of 
throats after all the Masses this weekend so feel free to come up for 
that during the closing song. 
 Having just anointed a parishioner, I would like to offer a 
reminder to you regarding what the Church can do for you or a loved 
one at the time of serious illness or death. First, a distinction between 
the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick & Last Rites is always 
helpful as these two rituals were seen as one thing for a number of 
years but have been separated by the Church in more recent years 
(actually in the last 50 years or so). The Anointing of the Sick can (& 
should) be requested by anyone who has a serious illness, whether 
that be physical, emotional, mental or spiritual. It is one of the 7 
sacraments of the Church and finds its biblical basis in the Letter of 
St. James: “Are there any who are sick among you? Let them send 
for the priests of the Church and the priests will anoint them with 
oil.” This is how the early Church celebrated this sacrament for its 
sick members and we continue to do this today. It is a prayer for 
healing, which may be answered in a variety of ways by the Lord, 
either physically or spiritually. It can also be received by those who 
are “advanced in age” (your call, not mine!). It can be repeated as 
often as necessary. I can offer this sacrament to you before or after 
Mass, as I often do at the request of people who have received news 
of a serious illness or who are facing surgery, so please feel free to 
ask any time. I am often called to the home of parishioners or go to 
nursing homes or hospitals to celebrate this sacrament (unless they 
have a chaplain).  
 The Last Rites are simply prayers that are said before or after 
death as we pray for the soul of the one who has died or expected to 
die soon and has already received the sacraments. Sometimes a 
person may be anointed at the same time if they have not been 
anointed recently (but only if they are still living for the sacraments 
are only for the living). Confession is offered at this time as well if a 
person is able to speak. Though the Sacrament of Anointing and the 
Last Rites are two separate prayers, they can be combined and at one 
time were always given together in what was called “Extreme 
Unction” or the anointing of someone in danger of death. But we 
hope to walk the journey with someone who is ill by anointing them 
long before death may come. I offer this information in the hope that 
you will request the Church’s prayers & sacraments in time of need. 
 

From the Pastor’s Desk 



Trinity High School 

Lauren Osbourne—Grade 12—First Honors 

9:00am-9:30am Report St. Leo’s Church 
4940 Broadview Rd. Cleveland, OH 

9:30am Departure  

10:00am Arrival The Sanctuary Museum  
Lakewood, OH 

10:00am-10:30am  Guided tour by Museum Curator 
and restoration artist, Lou McClung 

11:15am Departure  

11:45am Arrival Macaroni Grill (Lunch included) 
North Olmsted, OH 

1:45pm Depart  

2:05pm Arrive St. Leo’s Church 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Great Sweepstakes 

Upcoming Bus Trips 

Sun. Envelope $ 4,131.00  

WeShare $ 2,160.00  

Total $ 6,291.00  

Cap. Improv $  255.00  

WeShare $  60.00  

Total $ 315.00  

SVDP $ 15.00 

WeShare $ 0 

Total $ 15.00 

January 30, 2023 
Susan Ambrose 

January 22, 2023 

 
   

For reservations or questions please contact: 
Ms Sandy Diaddario at 216-926-3123 

 

 

Thursday, March 2, 2023 
Cost: $80 per person  
Deadline: 2/13/2023 

Tuesday, April 11, 2023 
Cost: $48 per person 
Deadline: 3/20/2023 

8:00am-8:30am Report St. Leo’s Church 
4940 Broadview Rd. Cleveland, OH 

8:30am Departure Rest Stop en Route—on own 

11:30am Arrival Rivers Casino—Pittsburgh, PA 
Casino Bonus: $20 Slot Play,  
                         $5 Food Credit 

6:00pm Departure Rest Stop en Route—on own 

8:45pm Arrival St. Leo’s Church 
4940 Broadview Rd. 
Cleveland, OH  

 

Wednesday, March 1, 2023  
from 7:00 – 9:00 pm 

 
Internationally acclaimed speaker, author, and TV host, 
Chris Stefanick, will be bringing his Reboot! series to 
Saint Ambrose!  
 
The evening will center around a practical exploration and 
understanding of the Catholic faith, and all the ways it’s 
meant to impact our lives, including prayer and spirituality, 
work, and dating, marriage, parenting, health and more. 
  
God did not create us just to “get by” in this world; He 
created us to live life and live it to the fullest.  
  
Come learn more about the beauty of our faith, the love that 
Jesus has for YOU, and how we are meant to live out this 
JOY in our daily lives. 
REBOOT! is suitable for ages 12 and up, so bring the 
whole family, and bring a friend. 
 
TICKETS: $39 per ticket. $30 when purchasing 4 or more.  
Contact Gayle Oboy at GOboy@stambrose.us  or reach her 
at 330.460.7300 for more info! 

 
Visit stambrose.us/event/reboot-series/ to purchase 

tickets online 
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 Senior Meeting 
 

Hello, Seniors!  
It’s time for another 

meeting which will be 
this Wednesday, 

February 8, 2023. 
Please arrive at 

11:00a.m. Lunch will 
be served at Noon. 

After the meting will 
be our Crazy Dice 

game. So remember to 
bring $3 or some new 

gifts wrapped in 
newspaper...it will be a 

wild and crazy fun 
time! 

The Knights of Columbus will cover the cost if 
signed up as a group. Contact Deacon Pat Berigan 
for more information at pberigan@leothegreat.org 
or at the Rectory Office at 216-661-1006.     
 

 



Apply now for Fall Enrollment! Call 216-661-2120, visit www.leothegreat.org  
or please contact our Principal, Mrs. Denise Burns at dburns@leothegreat.org for more details. 

 

Boy Scouts 
Troop 24 

 
Who: 6th-12th Graders 
When: Tuesday Nights at 7:30pm 
Where: St. Leo’s Parish Center  
Contact: Mike Robinson at  
216-409-3733 or email him at 
mrobinson@leothegreat.org 
 
Whether you are looking to make 
new friends, learn new skills or 
just want to go camping—there is 
something for everyone! 

Super Bowl Sub Sale 
Support Troop 24 

 
When: Sunday, February 12, 2023 
Where: Pick-Up at St. Leo Cafeteria 
What: Sub Sandwiches, Chips,  
            Cookies and Brownies 

 
Order Forms will be available soon! 

 
Want to support the troop but don’t like sub 
sandwiches? No problem! We have 
sponsorships available too! Please email 
stleotroop24@gmail.com for more details. 
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                                                            Miraculous Medal 
 

What is the “Miraculous Medal” and why is it called that? 
 
 The medal of the Immaculate Conception that has come to be called simply the 
“Miraculous Medal” dates back to an apparition of Mary to Saint Catherine Laboure, 
who was then a novice sister with the Daughters of Charity. On November 27, 1830, 
Our Lady appeared to her standing on a globe, with shafts of light streaming from her 
hands and the words, “O Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have recourse 
to thee,” surrounding the image. In the same vision, Catherine saw a capital “M” with 
a cross above it and below two hearts. Catherine seemed to hear a voice telling her to 
have what she saw struck as a medal and a promise that those who wore the medal 
would have the protection and intercession of the Mother of God. The first 1,500 of 
medals were distributed in 1832. Many miraculous favors were attributed to the use 
of the medal. 
 Saint Catherine’s “Miraculous Medal” is among the recognizable and popular 
symbols of modern Catholicism. Reflecting on its widespread use, the 2001 Vatican 
document, “Directory on Popular Piety and Liturgy,” observes that the medal “recalls 
the mystery of Redemption, the love of the Sacred Heart of Jesus and of the 
Sorrowful Heart of Mary. It signifies the mediatory role of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
the mystery of the Church, the relationship between Heaven and earth, this life and 
eternal life.” 

You can find plenty of these 
(donated; some new/used) 

medallions at the  Rectory Office. If 
interested, feel free to stop by 
during regular hours to look. 

Divine Mercy  
Holy Hour  

There will be a  
Divine Mercy Holy Hour 
on Sunday, February, 12, 
2023 @ 2:30p.m. at St. 

Monica Church located at 
13623 Rockside Rd, 

Garfield Hts, OH 44125. 
ALL ARE WELCOME! 


